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Occasional  Paper.  No.  6. 

•    APRIL  20th,   1899. 

All  communications  for  the  next  number  must  be  sent  on  or  before 
June  17th  to  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  Hon.  Editor,  53,  Victoria  Street, 
Westminster,  London,  S.W. 

The  Editor  does  not  of  necessity  identify  himself  with  opinions  which 
may  be  expressed  in  the  signed  articles  or  in  letters  of  correspondents,  and 
the  right  is  reserved  of  not  printing  any  letter  which  may  seem  not  to  come 
within  the  limits  of  a  discussion  likely  to  be  profitable.  Letters  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  writer's  name  and  address,  not  necessarily  for  pub- 
lication, but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 

Copies  of  this  Paper,  price  3d.  each,  or  3^d.  post  free,  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Editor. 


EDITORIAL. 


In  this  number  there  is  an  account  and  explanation  of  the 
system  of  shorthand  in  Braille  which  originated,  and  has  been 
adopted  with  much  success,  at  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Birmingham.  All  the  correspondence  of  this  Institution  is  now 
•dictated  and  taken  down  in  Braille  shorthand  by  blind  persons. 
It  is  then  written  out  also  by  blind  operators  by  means  of  type- 
writing machines. 

In  the  next  number  an  interesting  article  will  appear  on 
*•  Blindness  in  the  Potteries,"  the  result  of  lead-poisoning,  by 
Miss  Mona  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Women's  Trades  Union 
League. 

HENRY  J.  WILSON. 


NOTES. 


1 .  The  Rev.  Thomas  Barnard  was  first  in  the  list  of  can- 
didates at  the  recent  examination  for  Priest's  Orders  in  the 
Llandaff  Diocese,  and  the  Bishop  presented  him  with  two  books 
in  recognition  of  his  "  excellent  work."  Mr.  Barnard  will  be 
ordained  Priest  on  Trinity  Sunday  next. 


2.  Copies  of  the  Birmingham  system  of  Shorthand  in  the 
Braille  type  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Illingworth,  School  for 
the  Blind,  West  Craigmillar,  Edinburgh.     Price  6d.,  post  free. 


3.  A  memorial  from  the  Bradford  School  Board,  dated 
January  25th,  has  been  sent  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council  on  Education,  and  we  quote  from  it  the 
following  paragraphs,  which  will  probably  interest  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  various  Schools  for  the  Blind  : — 

"  The  second  case  which  the  Board  urge  is  that  of  the 
instruction  of  Deaf  and  Blind  Children:  that  the  additional 
burden  of  expenditure  in  connection  with  these  children  was 
laid  upon  the  Board  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  1893, 
which  requires  the  School  Authority  to  provide,  not  only  special 
means  of  education,  but  also  board  and  lodging  for  these  afflicted 
children  in  such  cases  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  School 
Authority,  be  deemed  advisable  :  that  it  is  found  that  the  cost 
of  education  in  Bradford  in  these  cases  has  been  over  £16  a. 
head  for  Deaf  Children,  and  a  similar  sum  per  head  for  Blind 
Children  :  that  the  Special  Grant  awarded  by  the  Government 
on  account  of  the  elementary  teaching  of  these  children  amounts 
to  only  £1  3s.  per  child  (plus  £z  2s.  in  the  case  of  those  who 
receive  Manual  Instruction),  and  that  the  amount  thus  left  to  be 
provided  from  Local  Rates  is  about  £13  (£1 1  when  the  Manual 
Instruction  Grant  is  earned)  per  child  :  that  the  Board  consider 
that  this  is  too  heavy  a  burden  to  be  borne  by  the  Local  Rates. 

"  Your  Memorialists  therefore  pray  that  the  Government 
will  make  an  additional  Grant,  on  behalf  of  Deaf  and  Blind 
Children,  of  at  least  ^5  5s.  per  child." 

We  understand  that  a  memorial  on  somewhat  similar  lines 
has  been  adopted  by  several  other  important  School  Boards. 


4.  The  following  paragraph  is  taken  from  the  report  for 
last  year  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  in  Nova  Scotia. 
We  hope  that  it  may  catch  the  eye  of  our  Postmaster  General, 
and  that  he  may  determine  to  follow  such  an  excellent  example 
set  by  Canada. 

"Free  Postage. — The  marked  feature  in  the  year  1898,30 
far  as  the  Blind  of  this  country  are  concerned,  has  been  the 
action  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada  in  authorising"  Hon.  Wm. 
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Mulock,  Postmaster  General,  to  allow  raised  print  books  for  the 
Blind  to  be  transmitted  free  of  cost  through  the  mails.  When 
it  is  understood  that  a  graduate  desiring  to  read  a  raised  print 
book  at  his  home,  has  to  pay  postage  each  way,  and  that  the 
postage  upon  the  twenty-five  vols,  of  the  Bible  printed  in 
Braille,  amounted  to  $9.60,  the  public  will  readily  appreciate 
that  this  new  postal  regulation  is  a  great  boon  to  the  Blind. 
The  thanks  of  those  who  are  deprived  of  sight  are  due  to  the 
Postmaster-General  and  to  the  members  of  the  Parliament  of 
Canada.  With  respect  to  the  free  transmission  of  embossed 
books  here  again,  we  find,  as  in  so  many  other  liberal  reforms, 
Canada  leads  the  World." 


5.  The  new  Gorin  Tabulator  can  be  fitted  on  the  Rem- 
ington Type-writing  Machine,  and  greatly  facilitates  writing,, 
especially  in  tabulated  work.  By  the  use  of  this  attachment, 
columns  of  figures  and  other  matter  can  be  instantly  made  to 
fall  in  their  right  place  without  any  calculations.  The  use  of 
this  Tabulator  removes  the  greatest  difficulty  the  Blind  have  had 
to  contend  with  in  type-writing. 


6.  The  Editor  desires  to  express  his  thanks  to  several 
correspondents  for  kindly  giving  him  the  name  and  address  of  a 
cheap  type-writing  machine,  in  reply  to  a  paragraph  in  the  last 
number. 


7.  The  Committee  of  the  Catholic  Blind  Asylum  at 
Liverpool  have  purchased  23  acres  of  land  at  West  Derby,  in 
the  outskirts  of  Liverpool,  at  a  cost  of  ,£4,600,  and  intend  to 
erect  thereon  an  Auxiliary  School  with  accommodation  for  65 
children,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  ,£10,600. 


8.  The  Home  for  Blind  Women  at  Hull,  referred  to  in  the 
last  number,  was  opened  on  February  23rd  by  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Wilson.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  and  much  satisfaction 
was  expressed  at  all  the  arrangements  in  the  Home. 
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g.  The  South  London  Press  gives  a  thrilling  account  of  a 
Blind  man's  heroism  at  a  fire.  Mr.  J.  B.  Ortton  was  the  first  to 
be  aroused  by  the  smoke,  and  then  gave  warning  to  the  other 
inmates  of  the  house,  thus  saving  seven  persons'  lives  by  his 
"courage,  self-possession,  and  promptness."  He  was  the  last 
to  leave  the  burning  building,  and  passed  over  the  staircase 
which  was  "  fully  alight  within  three  minutes  of  his  descent." 


10.  The  London  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
has  recently  formed  a  Department  for  the  Blind.  The  Secretary 
is  Mrs.  von  Braun,  37,  Egerton  Crescent,  S.W.  The  object  of 
the  Department  is  to  visit  and  befriend  blind  Young  Women, 
and  to  provide  them  with  the  papers  of  the  Association  in 
Braille. 


1 1 .  The  Committee  of  the  General  Institution  for  the  Blind 
at- Birmingham  have  secured  about  9  acres  of  land  at  Harborne, 
for  the  proposed  Kindergarten  School.  The  portion  of  land 
not  utilised  for  the  School  will  be  available  for  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  work,  which  is  now  much  hampered  for  want  of 
more  space  in  the  Institution. 


12.  The  new  Workshops  for  the  Blind  at  Wolverhampton, 
referred  to  in  paragraph  No.  5  of  the  last  number,  were  opened 
on  April  nth  by  Lord  Dartmouth. 


13.  The  Annual  Meeting  in  connection  with  the  Work- 
shop for  the  Blind  at  Bradford,  took  place  on  March  7th,  under 
the  presidency  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City.  We  hear  that  the 
Committee  were  much  encouraged  by  the  financial  assistance 
promised  at  the  meeting. 


14.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  School  for  the 
Blind  was  held  on  March  10th,  when  the  Dean  of  York  presided. 
The  report  says  that  "  Progress,  slow  and  sure,  is  our  record 
for  1898."  This  Institution  is  certainly  slowly  and  surely 
stretching  out   its  arms  of  assistance  to  the  Blind,  not  only  in 
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"but  outside  the  city  of  York,  and  already  workshops  have  been 
started  at  Whitby  and  at  Middlesborough,  and  there  is  a  Home 
for  Women  at  Scarborough,  not  to  mention  help  being  given  to 
•old  pupils,  and  to  the  aged.  This  is  the  kind  of  steady  advance 
that  all  those  interested  in  the  Blind  cannot  but  wish  was  more 
general. 


15.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Home  Teaching 
Society  for  the  Blind  took  place  on  March  9th,  at  the  house  of 
the  Hon.  F.  W.  D.  Smith,  M.P.  The  room  was  quite  full,  and 
interesting  addresses  were  given  by  the  Bishop  of  London  and 
Mrs.  Fawcett.     Lord  Midleton  occupied  the  chair. 


16.     The  Annual   Festival  Dinner  of  the  Royal  Blind  Pen- 
sion Society  took  place  on  March  1 3th,  and  was  very  successful ' 
this  year.     H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  York  presided.     The  contri- 
butions amounted  to  over  ^3000. 


17.  The  fifty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  Henshaw's  Blind 
Asylum  took  place  on  February  8th,  with  Mr.  Ralph  Hall,  J. P., 
in  the  chair.  Lord  Derby  was  appointed  President  for  the  year, 
and  six  candidates  were  elected  as  inmates  of  the  Asylum. 


18.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Northampton  Blind 
Association  took  place  on  February  13th,  when  the  chair  was 
occupied  by  the  Mayor  of  Northampton,  as  President  of  the 
Association.  A  workshop  was  opened  last  September  in  con- 
nection with  this  Society,  and  already  there  are  several  men  at 
work. 


19.  A  Bill  for  the  suppression  of  mendicity,  accompanied 
by  an  interesting  Report,  has  been  presented  to  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies  by  M.  Georges  Berry,  a  well-known 
Deputy,  who  has  made  the  beggars  of  Paris  his  special  study 
for  some  years.  Many  of  his  stories  are  amusing,  but  at  the 
same  time  are  strong  proofs  of  the  almost  criminal  folly  of  the 
indiscriminate  almsgiving  often  practised  in  our  streets.  M. 
Berry  asserts  that  the  majority  of  street  beggars  are  impostors, 
and  that  during  a  period   of  ten  years,  whenever  he  enquired 
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into  the  cases  of  blind  beggars,  he  always  found  that  they  had 
as  good  sight  as  his  own.  He  tells  one  story  of  a  woman,  who- 
every  Sunday  was  to  be  seen  near  the  Church  at  No?ent-sur~ 
Marne,  accompanied  by  a  very  tall  man,  "  quite  blind,"  and  a. 
good  singer.  One  evening,  however,  the  two  having  dined  not 
wisely  but  too  well,  there  was  a  dispute  over  the  day's  earnings, 
and  the  "  blind  "  man  used  his  ,eyes  and  his  fists  pretty  freely. 
The  next  Sunday  the  same  woman  appeared  with  a  very  small 
man,  much  to  the  surprise  of  her  regular  supporters. 


RECENT    LITERATURE. 


During  the  past  three  months  the  following  works  have 
been  stereotyped  in  Braille  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  n,  Cambridge  Square,  Hyde  Park,  London,  W. 

Solos  and  Choruses  from  the  "  Messiah,"  Handel. — 

Recit.    and  Air   (Tenor) — Comfort   ye   My  people,      s. 
and  Every  Valley  shall  be  exalted . .  ..  ..       o 

Chorus — And  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  . .  . .       o 

Recit.  and  Air  (Contralto) — Behold  a  Virgin,  and 
O,  Thou  that  tellest 

Air  (Soprano) — Rejoice  greatly 

Airs  (Contralto  and  Soprano) — He   shall  feed  His 
flock,  and  Come  unto  Him 

Chorus — For  unto  us  a  Child 

Chorus — Behold  the  Lamb  of  God 

Air  (Contralto) — He  was  despised 

Air  (Bass) — Why  do  the  Nations 

Chorus — Hallelujah 

Air  (Soprano) — I  know  that  my  Redeemer 

Recit.  and  Air  (Bass) — Behold  I  tell  you  a  mystery 
and  The  trumpet  shall  sound 
Handel — Dead  March  in  Saul  (Organ) 
Mendelssohn — War  March  of  the  Priests  (Organ) 
Daily  Text  Books.     2  vols. . .  . .  . .  . .     each       3 

Selection  of  the  "  Narrow  Way  "  (interpointed) . .  . .        1 


o 

3 

3 

0 

2 

6 

3 

3 

i 

0 

Scripture  Portions  for  189  -) 

Fifth  Crown  Reader.     3  vols,  (interpointecl)       . .      each 

Laddie  (interpointed) 

"  Bengi  in  Beastland  "  finterpointed) 

Almanac,  1899  ..  ..  ..  ..  post  free 

The  following  Books  have   been    recently   stereotyped    in 
Moon's  type  by  Moon's  Society,  104,  Queen's  Road,  Brighton  : — 

s.    d. 
'Stories  of  the  Life  Boat,  by  Frank  Mundell.  3  vols,  each       3     3 
President  Lincoln.     2  vols.  .  .  ....  „         66 

Fridtjof  Nansen,  His  Life  and  Explorations,  by  J.  Arthur 

Bain.     2  vols.       . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     each       4     6 

Deeds  that  won  the  Empire,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Fitchett.     5 

vols.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     each       4     6 

Second  Standard  Reader  in  Tamil  . .  . .  .  .        50 

Fourth  Standard  Reader  in  Tamil  . .  . .  .  •        36 


EMBOSSED    SHORTHAND   FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Formulated  at  the  General  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Birmingham,  by 

Mary  E.  Pearson,  {Blind  Operators  at  the  Institution's 
Ada  L.  Dowler,      J      Typewriting  Offices. 

Maurice  }.  Myers,    Blind  Correspondence  Clerk  in  the 
Secretary's  Office. 

Henry  Oliver.  Blind    Technical    Teacher  at   the 

and  Institution. 

Henry  Stainsby,        The  Institution's  Secretary. 


In  formulating  this  System  of  Shorthand,  care  has  been 
taken  not  to  interfere  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with 
the  Braille  contractions  now  in  use.  Our  reason  for  doing  this 
was  to  popularize  the  System  as  much  as  possible  with  those 
Blind  Persons  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Braille  System  and 
its  contractions.  In  some  cases,  however,  it  has  been  considered 
wise  to  deviate  from  this  rule,  e.g. — "  C  "  for  Christ,  and  "  G" 
for  God,  have  been  discarded.     For  commercial   purposes  it  is 
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obvious  that  these  would  be  practically  useless  ;  there  will,  how- 
ever, be  nothing  to  prevent  their  use  when  the  necessity  arises. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  System  of  Short- 
hand is  intended  to  be  written  upon  an  Embossing  Shorthand 
Machine  which  will  emboss  as  many  as  six  dots  at  one  and  the 
same  time  ;  hence  it  follows  that  it  is  immaterial  what  number 
of  dots  are  used  in  any  particular  sign.  It  is  obviously  impossible 
to  write  rapidly  on  an  ordinary  Braille  Frame,  and  our  contention 
is  that  no  System  of  Braille  Shorthand  can  ever  be  perfected  (that 
is,  so  far  as  speed  is  concerned)  unless  a  machine  is  used  that 
will  emboss  as  many  as  six  dots  at  once,  move  the  paper  for  each 
succeeding  sign,  commence  each  line  automatically  (or  write  in 
one  continuous  line),  in  fact,  do  everything  except  press  the 
keys.  We  are  now  practising  on  the  Hall  Braillewriter,  which 
does  emboss  six  dots  at  a  time  and  also  moves  the  paper  forward 
for  the  next  sign  ;  but  the  great  drawback  to  this  machine  is 
that,  like  an  ordinary  Typewriting  Machine,  the  Operator  is- 
compelled  to  pause  at  the  end  of  each  line  and  arrange  the 
machine  for  the  succeeding  line  ;  time  is  thus  wasted,  while  the 
person  dictating  is  still  going  on.  To  meet  this  difficulty,  the 
Hardy  Stenotyper  is  being  brought  out,  and  we  believe  that 
another  gentleman  is  working  with  the  idea  of  bringing  out  a 
machine  for  a  similar  purpose,  although  the  construction  is- 
altogether  different  from  Mr.  Hardy's.  In  using  both  these 
Machines  the  Operator  will  never  remove  his  fingers  from  the 
Keys  until  the  work  of  taking  down  the  dictation  is  finished. 
Until  one  of  these  machines  is  ready  for  use,  the  Hall  Braille- 
writer (costing £■$  5s.  od.),  should  form  an  excellent  substitute. 
Indeed,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  System  being  used  on  an 
ordinary  Braille  Frame. 

A  great  deal  of  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  Braille  System  should  be  utilized  or  other 
arbitrary  signs  used  ;  it  was  eventually  decided  that  for  many 
and  obvious  reasons  the  Braille  was  best. 

The  principle  upon  which  we  have  worked  has  been  a 
phonetic  one,  the  vowels — and  in  many  cases  consonants  also — 
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being  dropped  as  often  as  practicable,  the  idea  being  to  write 
only  that  portion  of  the  word  absolutely  necessary  for  its  recog- 
nition ;  e.g.— *PRW*  for  "  Probable,"  RMM  for  "  Remember," 
DTM?'«  for  "  Determine."  This  is  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
inventors  of  the  Hardy  System. 

Ideas  and  contractions  have  been  culled  from  various  exist- 
ing Systems  of  Shorthand,  e.g. — Pitman,  Duployan,  Hardy  ;  the 
existing  Braille  Contractions  have  also  been  utilized,  many  fresh 
signs,  contractions,  phrases,  etc.,  being  also  added. 

As  this  System  is  only  a  few  months  old,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  it  is  yet  perfect ;  time  and  practice  alone  will 
make  it  so.  Our  own  experience,  however,  shows  that  even  on 
the  notoriously  slow  Braille  Frame  a  very  great  deal  of  time  cart 
be  saved,  while  with  a  machine  a  speed  of  70  or  80  words  per 
minute  can  be  reached  after  a  few  months'  practice. 

Specimens  of  the  work  are  given  ;  one  being  an  ordinary 
business  letter,  showing  the  utility  of  the  System  for  Commercial, 
purposes,  and  the  other  an  extract  from  a  literary  article.  A 
close  study  of  these  specimens,  taken  with  the  following  list  of 
contractions,  etc.,  will  be  the  best  possible  explanatibn  of  the 
System  itself. 

The  compound  figure  System  should  always  be  used  where 
practicable  when  taking  Shorthand  Notes.  (Examples,  N=i4, 
Z=25,  ed=$6,  PL=i6i2). 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  generally  something  in  the 
sound  of  each  word  to  associate  it  with  the  contractions  used  to 
represent  it. 

This  System  of  Shorthand  has  been  formulated  primarily 
with  a  view  to  its  being  used  by  Blind  Persons  who  may  secure 
appointments  as  Correspondence  Clerks,  hence  the  commercial 
character  of  its  contractions,  phrases,  etc.  ;  there  is  nothing, 
however,  to  prevent  the  Blind  from  using  it  for  taking  notes,  etc. 

There  is  practically  no  limit  to  the  resources  of  the  System, 
and  it  is   probable  that,  in  the  course  of  time,  it  may  become 

*  Throughout  this  system  where  portions  of  words  are  printed  in  Italic  Type  as  "  bit"  in 
il  probable,"  and  "  in"  in  "  determine,"  they  are  intended  to  indicate  a  contraction  which  in 
most  cases  is  written  in  Braille  Shorthand  with  one  sign. 


necessary  to  issue  an  Appendix  setting  forth  improvements  which 
may  suggest  themselves. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  note  that  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  at  the  General  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bir- 
mingham, is  dictated  through  this  System,  at  about  the  same 
speed  at  which  an  average  sighted  Stenographer  works. 

LIST     OF     SHORTHAND     CONTRACTIONS. 


A  An   All    Again. 

B  Be    Bee    But    Better   Bring. 

C  Can    See    Sea   Calculate   — ation. 

D  Do   Dear   Difficult  — ty   Due. 

E  Ever   Even   Every  Essential  ' — ly. 

F  If  From   Few. 

G  Go    Ago    Girl    Give. 

H  Have    He    Happy   Happiness. 

I  It   Eye    High   — ly. 

J  Just   Judge   Judgment. 

K  Cannot   Kind   — ly   — ness. 

L  Let   Letter   Long    Lord. 

M  Am    May    Me    My. 

N  Not    No    Know    Nothing. 

O  Owe    Or   Only   On    Order   Over. 

P  Put    Up    Hope    Hoping. 

Q  Quite    Quote    Quotation    Quick   — ly. 

R  Are    Right   Write   — ing   Risk. 

S  Some    Sum    Say    So    Sir   Same. 

T  Tea   At   That   Time    Hat. 

U  Us    Use   —  ed   —  ful    Until. 

V  Very   Various    Never   Venture. 

W  Whether   Weather   We    Will   Well   Wrong. 

X  Except  Expect  Extra  Extraordinary  Next  Example  Accept. 

Y  You   Your  Yes   Yet   Why. 

Z  As   Has    Size    Rise    Raise   Easy. 


(In  the  following  lists,  where  a  dot  is  used  before  a  letter,~it 
denotes  the  Front  Middle  Dot  in  Braille). 

B  Believe  — ed   — ing   Belief. 

C  Careful   — ly. 

D  Deliver  — er  — ed   — v. 

E  Establish   — ed   — ing   — ment. 

F  Father   Farther   Frequent   — ly. 

G  Oblige   — ing  — ed   Obligation. 

H  Happen   — s   — ed   — ing. 

I  Important   — ance    Improve   — ment. 

J  Object   — ed   — ing   — tion. 

K  Correspond   — ing  — ed   — ence. 

L  Learn   — s   — ing  — ed. 

M  Mother   Manufacture   — er  — ed   — ing. 

N  Neglect  — ed   — ing. 

O  Obtain   — s   — ed   — ing    Opportunity. 

P  Particular  — s   — ly. 

Q  Quality   Qualify   Question. 

R  Article    Represent   — ed   — ing   — ative. 

S  Satisfactory  — ly   Satisfaction    Satisfy. 

T  Undertake    Practical   — ly. 

J  Under  — stand   — standing  — stood. 

V  Value   — ed   — able. 

W  Always   Wait   — ing   — ed   Weight. 

X  Experience  — ed   — ing   Expensive. 

Y  Yesterday   Yourself. 
Z  Inasmuch  as. 


(The  following  18  are  all  written  in  the  lower.) 

B  Below   Benefit. 

C  Accommodate    — ed   — tion. 

D  Describe   — ed   — ing    Description. 

E  Any   (Prefix   en —    and   em — ). 

F  Finish   — ed   — ing. 

G  General   — ly. 
H     Is    His. 

I  In    Him   Instant   (Prefix    in —   im — ). 
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J  Was    Were   Where. 

•B  Absolute   — ly. 

"C  Continue   — ed   — ing  — ation. 

*D  Disappoint   — ed   — ing  — ment. 

'E  Entertain   — ed   — ing   — ment. 

•F  Efficient  — ly   — cy. 

•G  Advantage   Advantageous   — ly. 

•H  Hesitate  — ed   — ing  — ation. 

•I  Impossible    Impossibility. 

•J  Origin   — al   -ally   — ate. 


ch  Much   Each    Child. 

gh  Might   Though   Through. 

sh  Shall   She    Sure   — ly. 

th  This   Think   Thing   Thank   — ing. 

wh  Which  What   When   Who   Whom. 

ed  Head   Editor  Educate   — ed  — ing  — tion. 

er  Her   Heir  Air   Hair  Early. 

ou  Out   Our   Other   Otherwise. 

ow  How   Now   Own. 

st  Stock   Still   Street   Saint   Send   Sent. 

and  Hand   — y  — some. 

for  Favour  — ed   Forward   — ed   — ing. 

of  Off  Often    Office   Offer. 

the  Therefore. 

with  Withdraw   — ing   Withdrew. 

ble  Able   Ability   Possible    Possibly   Possibility. 

ing  Notwithstanding   Single    Singly. 

'ch  Character  — ize   — istic. 

'gh  Although. 

'sh  Sufficient   — ly   — cy. 

'th  Themselves. 

'wh  Whichever   Whatever   Whenever   Whoever. 

'ed  Ready   — ly  — ness. 

'er  Consider  — ed   — ation   — ing. 

•st  Substance    Substantial   — ly   Substantiate. 
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'on  Ourselves. 

'ow  Allow   — ed   — ance    — ing   Aloud. 

'and  Advertise   — ed   — ing   — merit. 

for  Fortunate   — ly. 

'of  Official   — ly  Afternoon. 

'the  Definite   — ly. 

'with  Enclose   — ed   ■ — ing   — ure. 

'lie  Considerable   — ly. 

'ing  Morning. 


F  (in  the  lower,  close  to  the  next  word)  means  To  Too  Two. 

AC  Account  — ed  — ing   — ant. 

AK  Acknowledge  — ed   — ing  — ment. 

toG  Together  Altogether. 

toT>  To-day. 

to\ow  To-morrow. 

PL  Please   — ed   Pleasure. 

owY.  However. 

'XJfor  Unfortunate   — ly. 

ful  (b  in  the  lower  and  1)  Follow   — s   — ed   — ing. 

ness  Necessary  — ly   Necessity. 

men(  Meant   Mention   — ed   — ing. 

Hon  Attention   Attend   — ing  — tive. 

ation  Application   Association. 

less  Lessen   — s   — ed    Lesson    Nevertheless. 

ence  Insure   — ed   — ing   — ance. 

ance  Circumstance    Circumstantial. 

beK.  Become   — ing   Became. 

sion  Commission   Admission. 

ong  Belong  — ed   — ing. 


Two  hyphens  (c  in  the  lower),  immediately  before  and  after 
a  word  or  sentence,  indicate  that  the  word  or  sentence  must  be 
underlined. 
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The  "  sign  for  the  end  of  a  line  in  Poetry"  placed  imme 
diately  after  a  punctuation  mark  indicates  a  new  paragraph. 


AFFIXES. 


(in  the  middle)   — ly   — ley. 
(in  the  lower)   — ty. 
— ble   or  — pie 


PHRASES. 


AA 

AAA 

AAAA 

BB 

CC 

DD 

EE 

FF 

GG 

GGG 

GGGG 

HH 

HHH 

HHHH 

II 

III 

IIII 

JJ 

JJJ 

JJJJ 
KK 

KKK 

LL 

MM 

NN 

00 

000 


As  soon  as  possible. 

As  early  as  possible. 

At  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

I  (or  we)  beg  to  remind  you. 

At  once. 

In  due  course. 

I  (or  we)  beg  to  enclose. 

I  am  (or  we  are)  in  receipt  of  your  favour  of. 

I  (or  we)  shall  be  glad. 

I  (or  we)  shall  be  very  glad. 

I  (or  we)  shall  be  extremely  glad. 

I  (or  we)  have  pleasure. 

I  (or  we)  have  much  pleasure. 

I  (or  we)  have  very  much  pleasure. 

It  is  necessary  (that) 

It  is  very  necessary  (that). 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  (that). 

I  am  (or  we  are)  obliged. 

I  am  (or  we  are)  much  obliged. 

I  am  (or  we  are)  very  much  obliged. 

I  (or  we)  beg  to  acknowledge. 

I  (or  we)  beg  to  gratefully  acknowledge. 

Let  me  (or  us)  have. 

In  the  meantime. 

Let  me  (or  us)  know. 

On  receipt  of. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of. 
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PP  By  return  of  post. 

PPP  By  return  of  post  without  fail. 

QQ  Please  quote  me  (or  us) 

RR  I  (or  we)  regret  to  say. 

SS  At  the  same  time. 

TT  At  the  present  time. 

UU  Please  inform  me  (or  us). 

W  Yours  very  truly. 

WW  Will  you  kindly. 

XX  The  next  time. 

YY  In  reply  to  your  letter. 

ZZ  As  well  as. 

erer  At  your  earliest. 

ererer  At  your  earliest  convenience. 

treterer  At  your  very  earliest  convenience. 

thth  Please  accept  my  (or  our)  thanks. 

ththth  Please  accept  my  (or  our)  best  thanks. 

thththth  Please  accept  my  (or  our)  sincere  thanks 

ofof  On  behalf  of. 

bleble  I  (or  we)  we  shall  feel  obliged. 

blebleble  I  (or  we)  shall  feel  much  obliged. 

bleblebleblel  (or  we)  shall  feel  very  much  obliged. 

andand  Your  (or  our)  early  attention. 

andandand  Your  early  attention  will  oblige. 

thethe  I  am  (or  we  are)  directed. 

withwith  I  am  (or  we  are)  requested. 

ghgh  I  am  (or  we  are)  sorry. 

ghghgh  I  am  (or  we  are)  very  sorry. 

ghghghgh  I  am  (or  we  are)  extremely  sorry. 

wit/iR  With  regard  to. 

withY  With  reference  to. 

YF  Yours  faithfully. 

YT  Yours  truly. 

YR  Yours  respectfully. 

YS  Yours  sincerely. 

IM  I  am. 

IR  I  remain. 
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N.B. — It  is  self  evident  that  there  is  practically  no  limit  to 
phrasing  in  this  manner.  Operators  can  add  to  the  list  such 
phrases  as  occur  most  frequently  in  the  class  of  work  they  are 
called  upon  to  execute,  e.g., — in  legal  work  "  Heirs,  Executors, 
Administrators,  and  Assigns,"  is  a  phrase  which  is  in  constant 
use  ;  this  might  be  represented  by  XYZ  or  any  other  combina- 
tion the  operator  might  think  fit  to  use.  Briefly  put,  special  work 
requires  special  phrasing,  as  is  the  case  with  other  Systems  of 
Shorthand. 

EXAMPLES. 


(Note. — The   following  Examples   are   interlined  with  the 
Shorthand  Contractions  which  should  be  used  to  represent  them.) 

EXAMPLE     No.     i     (Business    Letter.) 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  and 
KK  Y       L  2       in  & 

shall  be  glad  if  you  will  send  me   by  return  of  post  samples 
GG  FY       W    st       M     PP  SbleS 

and  prices  of  best  Coir  Yarn  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of 
&      PRCS  of  Bst    CR     YN     st\ble        for  the   -M  of 

Door  Mats.     I  beg  to  remind  you  that  you  have  not  yet  sent 
DR      MTS     BB  T      Y      H       N    Y      st 

the  goods  on  order.     Please  do  this  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
the   GDS    0    0  PL       D   th     ererer 

as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  have  them  this  week. 
Z   IIII  W  shD       H      theMth     WK 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  regret  to  say 
withY  Y       L         of-Y  RR 

that   the   quotation   you   gave   me   was   not   at  all  satisfactory, 
T       the    Q  Y      G         M     J        N      T  A     -S 

being  considerably  higher  than  others  we  have  received. 
Bing  -ble  ler        thN  ouS       W  H      RCD 

I  am  very  sorry  therefore  that  I  cannot  give  you  the  order. 
ghghgh  the  T     I  K  G      Y      the  O 

(Matter  such  as  the  foregoing,  containing  a  fair  sprinkling 

•of  contractions,   phrases,   etc..  should  be  continually  practised 

until  a  speed  of  at  least  100  words  per  minute  is  attained  ;    112 

words  per  minute  is  the  highest  speed  we  have  yet  reached.) 
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EXAMPLE     No.     2     (Literary    Article. 


As  this  is  the  first  time  it  has  been  my  duty  to  preside  at 
Z     th     H  the  Yst  T      I  Z      B*»     M     D/y   /oPRSD       T 

a  General  Meeting  of  the  Shareholders  of  the  Company,  I  will 
AG  MTing    of  the  x^RLD^rS       of  the    CO  I  W 

ask  permission,  before  entering  upon  the  business  of  the  day 
SK   FMsion        Bfor      enTR        upon  the    BSNS       of  the  D 

to  make  a  few  remarks  with  reference  to  my  personal  connection 
toMK      AF     RMKS   withY  M    PSNL      conation 

with  the  Corporation.     When  it  was  known  that  I  was  about 
with  the  CORP  wh        I  J       NN       T      I  J      ABT 

to   retire  from  my  official  position  as  Ambassador  at  Paris,  I 
toRTR       F         M    -of         Ration      Z    MBSDR        T   PRS     I 

received  a  great  many  invitations  to  accept  the  Chairmanship 
RCD        A  GT     MNY  *«VTN         toX  the  chRMNsh 

of  other  Companies  which  were  in  the  course  of  construction  or 
ofou        COS  wh       J        in  the  CS         ofcon\stRN  O 

on  the  point  of  being  launched.     Many  of  these  offers  were  very 
O    the  FT      ofBing  LNch\ed        MNY  of  theS    ofS      J         V 

tempting,  in  view  of  their  providing  a  serious  and  absorbing 
TMT^    in  VU     of  theR   BRVDing  A  S^rS       &      BSRBm^ 

interest  to  one  who,  having  been  busy  all  his  life  long,  felt  that 
inTst      to  1       wh     YLing     Ben    BSY  A   H   LF   L         FLT  T 

a    sudden  transition  to  a  state   of  idleness   would   prove   very 
A  SDN      TRNSN    toK    stT     of  IDLNS    WD      PRV    V 

irksome  to  him. 
RKSM   to\in 

N.B. — It  is  not  necessary  to  fully  outline  a  word  when  the 
construction  of  the  sentence  is  a  sufficient  indication  of  what  the 
word  is  intended  to  be,  e.g.,  "  enTR"  for  "  entering,"  "  zVzVTN'' 
for  "  invitations." 


A  Pamphlet  (revised  edition),  post  free  4d.,  giving  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  Institutions,  Societies,  and  Classes  for  the 
Blind  in  England  and  Wales,  published  by  the  Secretary  of 
Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Com- 
mittee, can  be  obtained  on  application  at  the  Office  of  the 
Trust,  53,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Nottingham. 

March   iSth,    1899. 

To  the  Editor  of ""  The  Blind" 
Dear  Sir, 

In  connection  with  my  paper  "  Afterwards,"  which 

appeared  in  the  last  number  of  "  The    Blind,"    I    should    be 

much  obliged  if  you  would  kindly  find  room  for  the  following 

translation  of  an  interesting  communication  I  received  from  the 

Institution  at  Dresden. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Institution  at  Dresden  in  the 
little  kingdom  of  Saxony,  was  the  first  to  practise  the  system  of 
looking  after  old  pupils,  known  by  us  in  England  as  the  "  Saxon 
System."  The  letter  was  written  to  me  in  reply  to  an  enquiry 
I  made  of  the  Director  of  that  Institution  in  regard  to  the  present 
working  of  the  system,  but  it  came  too  late  to  be  embodied  in 
my  letter. 

The  letter  gives  a  brief  but  clear  account  of  the  very  careful 
and  complete  manner  in  which  the  system  is  at  present  being 
carried  on  in  Saxony,  and  which  results  in  80  to  90  per  cent,  of 
all  the  former  pupils  being  able  to  get  on  without  parish  assis- 
tance. 

Blind  Institution,  Dresden, 

28M  November,  1898. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  keep  up  the  connection  with  those  that  have 
left  our  Institute  by  persons  who  are  sent  to,  or  live  at  the  places 
where  the  Blind  reside,  and  these  persons  are  chosen  by  the 
Director  in  office.  They  without  exception  consider  the  care  of 
the  Blind  as  an  honourable  duty,  and  attend  to  their  work  faith- 
fully and  conscientiously,  without  remuneration.  The  chief 
duties  of  these  Honorary  Guardians  are  to  give  a  receipt  to  the 
Post  Officials  for  the  amounts  sent  to  those  Blind  who  are  with- 
out means,  to  take  charge  of  these  moneys  and  hand  them  over 
to  the  Blind  according  to  their  requirements,  further  to  assist 


those  entrusted  to  their  care  with  advice  and  active  assistance, 
and  to  exercise  a  certain  fatherly  protection  over  them,  noticing 
any  objectionable  symptoms  in  religious  or  moral  conduct,  and 
watching  over  any  important  events  such  as  illness,  stagnation 
of  trade,  sudden  incapacity  to  earn  their  living  and  other  matters. 
They  report  all  this  to  the  Director  of  the  Blind  Institution, 
and  at  the  end  of  every  year  they  hand  in  a  form  which  has  been 
sent  to  them  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  whereon  all  moneys 
received  for  support  are  accounted  for,  and  also  a  short  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  health,  the  conduct,  the  state  of  the 
business,  and  the  want  of  assistance  of  the  Blind  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood is  given. 

As  a  rule  Clergymen,  Schoolmasters,  and  Mayors,  etc.,  look 
after  these  Blind,  but  people  of  various  professions  and  trades 
have  also  proved  their  willingness  to  take  charge  of  the  Blind 
when  they  have  been  appealed  to  for  this  purpose. 

Besides  this  the  Director  in  Office,  and  his  Deputy,  make 
regular  journeys  to  visit  the  Blind,  in  order  to  make  enquiries 
at  their  residences  about  their  doings  and  welfare.  The  Govern- 
ment allows  them  for  this  purpose  a  free  pass  on  all  the  railways 
of  the  country.  Our  old  pupils  earn  to-day  the  greatest  portion 
of  what  they  require  for  their  support.  What  they  lose  in 
income  through  not  being  quick  enough  at  their  work,  is  made 
up  by  an  allowance  they  receive  according  to  age  or  according 
to  particular  circumstances.  In  case  of  need  they  receive  also 
work  from  the  Institution,  or  the  Institution  takes  from  them 
the  goods  they  cannot  sell.  In  all  industrial  Saxony  the  Blind 
have  to  suffer  particularly  through  keen  competition.  This  is 
the  reason  why  they  can  only  very  rarely  get  along  without 
assistance  from  their  Institution. 

Hoping  this  report  will  be  of  service  to  you,  and  thanking 
you  for  the  enclosure  to  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant. 

I  remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

I.  VERMELL, 

Principal  Inspector. 
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I  do  earnestly  hope  that  this  problem  of  the  care  of  past 
pupils  will  not  be  allowed  to  rest,  and  that  attention  now  having 
been  called  to  the  importance  of  the  question,  each  Institution 
will  set  its  house  in  order  in  this  respect.  I  rejoice  to  hear 
that  there  is  an  awakening  amongst  the  "  dry  bones "  in  some 
places.  The  voices  from  the  Workhouses  still  ring  in  my  ears. 
I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  no  blind  person  who  has 
received  a  training  at  an  Institution  will  be  afterwards  found 
within  those  walls. 

Some  of  the  returns  I  obtained  from  the  Workhouses  were 
really  very  saddening.  To  give  an  illustration,  I  found  one 
young  man,  now  30  years  of  age,  in  a  Workhouse  in  Cheshire> 
who  had  previously  been  for  the  long  space  of  10  years  in 
one  of  the  large  Institutions  for  the  Blind.  This  ought  not  to 
be. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  W.  P.  PINE. 

Superintendent  and  Secretary 
of  the  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
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